League of Women Voters of Kentucky

Consensus Energy Study

September 2009

Dear LWV Leader,

We hope this letter finds you well!  As we enter the 80th year of the League of Women Voters , it is time for LWVKY to begin our Consensus Energy Study.  As you recall the Board called for this study at our April 2009 Convention.  Below are details on the study; a list of resource materials from within and outside of LWV; and a list of experts whom you may want to call on to present at meetings, or to otherwise answer specific questions or issues raised by local League and community members.

This study is a wonderful opportunity for us to gain deeper understanding in energy issues in our state, increase member participation and membership itself, and serve our communities well and ultimately provide policy leaders the benefit of our thoughtful deliberation – the hallmark of League! 

You are also receiving a DRAFT set of consensus questions.  Please DO NOT distribute these questions beyond your local League leadership as the questions are being reviewed by LWVKY leaders and may be further refined and improved. 

If you have any questions about the content of these materials, the study process, or would like ideas on how to move forward with discussion with local members, please feel free to contact me or other Study Committee members as below.

Let’s dig in, be challenged, and have fun!

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Crowe, LWV of Berea and Madison County

Joan Lindop, LWV of Louisville

Nancy McDuffie, LWV of Lexington

LWVKY Consensus Energy Study

Background, Scope and Process

September 2009

Background.  Through the LWVUS we have a strong position on climate change, nuclear energy and nuclear waste, a coal fired power plant moratorium and other positions relating to air quality and health.  While any local League in Kentucky can take action on these national positions, LWVKY believes that in order to strengthen our action on energy issues in our state, we should have a more specific position on the primary components of an energy solution:  energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy.  

In November 2008 Governor Steve Beshear and Energy Secretary Len Peters released their 7-point energy plan for public comment and review.  At the same time, debate on specific federal energy legislation took a more defined shape.  Costs associated with some energy sources began to rise and concerns around affordability 

At its April 18, 2009 council meeting, LWVKY decided to undertake a state energy study as follows: The LWV of Kentucky will study criteria for policies to increase energy efficiencies and renewable energy sources and make recommendations for the state of Kentucky.

Elizabeth Crowe (LWV Berea and Madison County), Nancy McDuffie (LWV Lexington) and Joan Lindop (LWV Louisville) agreed to shape and direct the study.  

Scope of the Study.  This study will help define energy efficiency and renewable energy in order to more effectively engage in policy discussion and advocacy on these components of a Kentucky energy plan.   Topics to be addressed include:

· target goals for energy efficiency (EE)

· renewable energy (RE) portfolio standards  (that is, how much of our electricity should come from renewable energy) 

· economic impact and job opportunities through energy efficiency and renewable energy 

· electricity grid infrastructure issues and needs

· incentive packages and use of state and federal funding for EE/RE

· analysis of the range of vehicles for energy policy:  enforcement, new legislation, guidance by the public service commission; etc.

NOTE:  This study should not be used to debate on the existence of climate change, debate the advantages or disadvantages of nuclear or coal fired power (LWV already has positions opposing these options), or debate on the worth of “clean coal” except to the extent that term is being used – however improperly – as a renewable energy.  The committee feels that if the discussion gets overpowered by a debate between “coal and anti-coal” forces in the state we will not have the opportunity to explore efficiency and renewables options as deeply as we need to.   It will be important to clarify the scope of the study for any speakers you invite to your meetings.

Study Process.  The duration of the study will be September 2009 through January 2010, with Leagues reporting their consensus findings to LWVKY by January 28, 2010.  

The Committee encourages local Leagues to hold at least two meetings to discuss EE and RE components of Kentucky’s energy policy, and another meeting to answer the consensus questions prior to the January 28 deadline.  Discussion meetings could be enhanced by community participation – in that way the League is enriching the community’s understanding of energy policy throughout the study process – provided that the discussion is focused on our primary topic.  

We have provided a list of energy experts whom you can call upon to speak at meetings, and there are a plethora of resource materials available from LWV and other organizations and government agencies that can be used to provide background information and spur conversation. 

Local League presidents and state League board members are encouraged to share questions, meeting topic ideas, feedback and suggestions with each other via email.  The Committee would also be willing to schedule conference calls for local League leaders to review or address questions on the study process, if folks are interested and if resources are available 

In November, you will receive a final version of the consensus questions to use for the last phase of the study process. At that time you will also receive more specific instructions on how to submit your local League’s consensus question form to the state League. 

Until then, please do not distribute the draft questions to your member list, to the media or to any government or non-governmental organization; just use them among local League board or committee members as a reference.

Study Conclusion and Action.  Following the submission of consensus forms and beyond.

from local Leagues, the Energy Study Committee will work with the state Board to gauge next steps for LWVKY regarding energy policy issues in the 2010 legislative session 
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