LWV Commences Energy Study

At its April 18, 2009 council meeting, LWV of Kentucky decided to undertake a state energy study so that we can take action on specific components of a state-based energy solution:  energy efficiency and renewable energy.  The study will commence in September 2009 and end in January 2010.

Through the LWVUS we already have strong positions for aggressive action to curb climate change, avoid the hazards of nuclear energy and nuclear waste.  LWV has called for a moratorium on coal-fired power plants due to their dangerous emissions of greenhouse gases and other harmful compounds that impact air quality and our health.  While any local League in Kentucky can take action on these national positions, the state League feels that in order to engage in state energy policy on a higher level we need to better understand efficiency and renewable energy options.  In order to answer the study questions, Leagues will want to consider the following energy policy components:

· how we define renewable energy;

· what target goals or portfolio requirements we should have for energy efficiency and renewable energy;

· what types of incentives or mandates can help us reach these goals;

· the role of transportation in energy conservation;

· job opportunities associated with the various energy sources;

· and more!

A committee of Joan Lindop (LWV Louisville, Nancy McDuffie (LWV Lexington) and Elizabeth Crowe (LWV Berea and Madison County) has drafted consensus study questions and have compiled a list of written resources – from LWV and non-LWV sources – and experts from businesses, non-profit organizations, colleges and universities and state government officials who could be called upon to present at local LWV meetings or provide information in their area of expertise. 

The next meeting of the [INSERT LOCAL LEAGUE NAME] will address energy efficiency and renewable energy issues at our next meeting: [INSERT MEETING LOGISTICS].

For more information contact [INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION HERE]

